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will forever be a part of our history, they
will always be in our prayers and our
thoughts go out to their families. Yet,
thanks be to God, every one of the 850 sol-
diers who deployed from Fort Riley as part
of the division headquarters returned safely,
despite repeated rocket attacks on our bases,
ambushes against our vehicles, hundreds of
hours in aerial flight, and the harsh condi-
tions of extreme heat, Biblical dust storms,
and unforgiving military equipment.

These are the soldiers who developed the
intelligence to defeat the enemy networks so
that they found no sanctuary.

These are the soldiers who planned the op-
erations to provide the surveillance that sup-
ported the Iraqis who then, on their own, ar-
rested the violent extremists and who taught
the Iraqi investigators and the judges how to
gather evidence that led to convictions
under the rule of law.

These are the soldiers who established the
satellite communications to reach every-
where even places where no other Army unit
has been able to extend communications.

These are the soldiers who determined
which Iraqis we should develop relationships
with to gain influence, who committed
money like a weapons system to change the
environment around us, who determined
which projects should receive our attention
and fought for successful completion and clo-
sure of 628 separate projects.

And these are the soldiers who planned and
executed the drawdown ending operation
Iraqi Freedom, beginning operation New
Dawn, including the movement of 1,200
trucks, 14,000 separate pieces of equipment,
$286 million dollars worth of U.S. property,
responsibly moved out of the country of Iraq
and the closure of 30 of 58 military bases in
southern Iraq in only 6 months, including
the conversion of a former prison complex
into a logistics city for commercial enter-
prises to establish themselves.

These are the soldiers who created through
their own initiative a program and center for
building resilience even while deployed.

What a legacy to have been left by 800
Americans.

Ladies and gentlemen, these soldiers have
truly added to the illustrious history of the
Big Red 1 and have earned these decorations
Command Sergeant Major Champagne and I
affixed to the Colors and I would ask you
please join me in a round of applause for
these warriors.

Iraq is on the pathway to becoming sov-
ereign, stable and self-reliant and we helped
them have a chance. Now we are home and
our attention is turned to rejoining our
friends and loved ones—on building our resil-
ience—and finally on our Fort Riley 2015
Campaign Plan which continues to move for-
ward. We will address all of these with the
same vigor, reunited and energized by the
growth we have all experienced over the last
12 months. Exciting times await us. Forward
the Big Red One.

Thank you again for joining us today. May
God continue to bless you all and may his
protection be with those who remain de-
ployed and upon their families.

Duty First.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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PRESIDENT’S TALK WITH CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, Presi-
dent Obama talked with the chamber
of commerce yesterday. I think that
was a good step, but talk and rhetoric
are not policy and not action. It is re-
ported that he received applause from
two different lines, and he got that in
a 3b-minute address, which is a bit un-
usual.

It does appear the President under-
stands he has a serious problem with
the job-creating community and is
willing to at least meet with people.
But the problem really is policy and
action. I am disappointed he has not
gone further to deal, in a realistic way,
with the job problems this Nation has.

He talked about lowering corporate
taxes but not reducing the burden of
government borne by these companies.
In other words, he talked about low-
ering the rate through eliminating
loopholes, and some of the loopholes, I
am sure, are not justified. Some of
them may be very effective in helping
us to be competitive and create
growth, not just eliminating those and
making it appear that the corporate
tax burden has been reduced.

I talked to the chamber of commerce
and businesspeople, and they tell me
we are in a competitive world environ-
ment, and businesses decide where to
make products and hire workers based
on the cost of doing business in that
area. A CEO in North America, for an
international company in my home
State, told me: We thought we were
going to add 200 jobs—at an Alabama
plant that he oversees to make a chem-
ical product. But his headquarter com-
pany in Europe said: No, after consid-
ering taxes, we are not going to build
that plant in Alabama. It is going to be
in a foreign country. In other words,
they had won the competition on costs.
Another country with lower tax rates
on a corporation had won the bid. The
idea that you can have a high tax rate
is not good.

We have the highest tax rate in the
developed world—as soon as Japan
brings theirs down, which they are
planning to do, then we will be the
highest corporate tax country in the
world. This makes us less competitive,
and it creates fewer jobs. Simply to
eliminate loopholes and bring it down
from 35 to the high twenties, as appar-
ently is being discussed, does not re-
duce the burden of taxes on corpora-
tions. Many of our corporations are
going to have a significant increase in
their tax rates, and they will be less
able to hire workers. This is a major
issue that I think we have to confront.
It is a competitiveness issue.

The President continued to talk, as
he did in the State of the Union, about
more investment spending. We don’t
have the money to do more spending. I
am disappointed that he has not begun
to realize that the day is over that we
can just waltz in with a lot of good
ideas for new spending programs. He
continued to talk about spending and
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the role of democracy in this region
and key industries at a time when we
need to streamline regulations that are
killing jobs in America. He did not call
for a vigorous and realistic plan to re-
duce spending.

I appreciate the opportunity to
speak. I appreciate the President be-
ginning to enter into a dialog with the
folks who create jobs. I am not sug-
gesting that we need to reduce cor-
porate rates to be nice to corporations.
I do not have any grief to bear to try to
make it somehow easier for corporate
executives to make big amounts of
money.

What I do understand is if we overtax
American corporations, they will move
other places. Canada is looking to re-
duce its corporate tax rate to 16 per-
cent. If we are at 35 percent and Can-
ada goes to 16, will that not be a factor
in us losing jobs in competition with
Canada? We have to defend our inter-
ests.

I see the distinguished majority lead-
er. I know he is busy.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period for the transaction of morn-
ing business, with Senators allowed to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO STAN ISRAEL

e Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I
pay tribute to an outstanding Rhode Is-
lander, a Vietnam veteran, and cham-
pion of workers’ rights and justice in
the workplace who retired after 35
years of service—my friend, Stan
Israel.

After serving two tours in Vietnam,
Stan began working for the Service
Employees International Union, SEIU,
in 1974, first as an organizer with Local
1199, covering New York and Long Is-
land. Stan represented health employ-
ees in hospitals and nursing homes or-
ganizing employees around workplace
safety and fair wages. Then, in 1983,
after a short stay in neighboring Con-
necticut, Stan moved to Rhode Island
to head the New England District of
SEIU, where he recently retired as ex-
ecutive director.

For nearly three decades, Stan led
Rhode Island’s second largest union,
which represents hard-working health
care employees at hospitals across my
State and hundreds of nursing and
community health centers as well.
Stan is a man of principle, good judg-
ment, and great character. Moreover,
he has been an unmatched advocate for
the social and economic concerns of
those in greatest need.
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Indeed, Stan’s focus and dedication
has always been geared towards im-
proving patient care in our hospitals
and nursing homes and preserving the
collective voice of workers’ rights. He
demonstrated an extraordinary com-
mitment to workers and their families,
which extended to their safety and
health on and off the job.

Over the years, Stan organized the
labor management committees at our
hospitals to educate and train health
care employees and worked to secure
funding for training and professional
growth programs. Moreover, Stan
helped craft the Rhode Island Safe Pa-
tient Handling Act, a State law that
has helped reduce the number of inju-
ries suffered by patients and caretakers
in health care facilities. And, after
many years of Stan’s efforts and activ-
ism, another bill was signed into Rhode
Island law preventing hospitals from
forcing mandatory overtime for nurses
and nurse’s aides, except in the case of
emergencies.

But these are only a handful of
Stan’s achievements. And while these
accomplishments came with great sac-
rifice and setbacks, Stan never quit
and never stopped fighting to elevate
the dignity and value of workers.

Stan’s career represents a lifetime of
distinguished service to his country,
his State, and above all his members.

Now, after a well-deserved retire-
ment, congratulations and thank you. I
wish you and your wife, Cynthia, your
children, Caitlin and John, the very
best in all your future endeavors.e

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS):

S. 300. A bill to prevent abuse of Govern-
ment charge cards; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. COBURN):

S. 301. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to make technical and minor
modifications to the positive train control
requirements under chapter 201; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and
Mr. BEGICH):

S. 302. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to issue right-of-way permits for
a natural gas transmission pipeline in non-
wilderness areas within the boundary of
Denali National Park, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and
Mr. BEGICH):

S. 303. A bill to amend the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1993 to require the Bu-
reau of Land Management to provide a
claimant of a small miner waiver from claim
maintenance fees with a period of 60 days
after written receipt of 1 or more defects is
provided to the claimant by registered mail
to cure the 1 or more defects or pay the
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claim maintenance fee, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.
By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and
Mr. BEGICH):

S. 304. A bill to amend the Alaska National
Gas Pipeline Act to improve the Alaska pipe-
line construction training program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for himself
and Mrs. HUTCHISON):

S. 305. A bill to repeal a prohibition on the
use of certain funds for the termination of
the Constellation program of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. WEBB (for himself, Mr. BROWN
of Ohio, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. FRANKEN,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mrs. HAGAN, Mr. KERRY,
Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. LEVIN, Mrs.
MCCASKILL, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr.
WARNER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. BINGAMAN,
Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mrs. MURRAY):

S. 306. A Dbill to establish the National
Criminal Justice Commission; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER:

S. 307. A bill to designate the Federal
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 217 West King Street, Martinsburg,
West Virginia, as the “W. Craig Broadwater
Federal Building and United States Court-
house”; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
BROWN of Ohio):

S. 308. A bill to extend trade adjustment
assistance and certain trade preference pro-
grams, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. LUGAR (for himself, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. McCAIN, Mrs. HAGAN, and
Mr. CARDIN):

S. 309. A bill to authorize the extension of
nondiscriminatory treatment (normal trade
relations treatment) to the products of
Moldova; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. COBURN (for himself, Mr.
UDALL of Colorado, and Mr. TESTER):

S. 310. A bill to end unemployment pay-
ments to jobless millionaires; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. KERRY (for himself and Mr.
CASEY):

S. 311. A bill to provide for the coverage of
medically necessary food under Federal
health programs and private health insur-
ance; to the Committee on Finance.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. ENZI (for himself and Mr.
BARRASSO):

S. Res. 46. A resolution requiring that leg-
islation considered by the Senate to be con-
fined to a single issue; to the Committee on
Rules and Administration.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 35

At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 35, a bill to establish background
check procedures for gun shows.

S. 102

At the request of Mr. McCCAIN, the

names of the Senator from West Vir-
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ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Senator
from Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 102, a bill to provide
an optional fast-track procedure the
President may use when submitting re-
scission requests, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 148

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 148, a bill to repeal the provi-
sion of law that provides automatic
pay adjustments for Members of Con-
gress.

S. 272

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 272, a bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to clarify
and confirm the authority of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency to deny
or restrict the use of defined areas as
disposal sites for the discharge of
dredged or fill material.

AMENDMENT NO. 14

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 14 proposed to S. 223, a
bill to modernize the air traffic control
system, improve the safety, reliability,
and availability of transportation by
air in the United States, provide mod-
ernization of the air traffic control sys-
tem, reauthorize the Federal Aviation
Administration, and for other pur-
poses.

AMENDMENT NO. 49

At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 49 proposed to S. 223, a
bill to modernize the air traffic control
system, improve the safety, reliability,
and availability of transportation by
air in the United States, provide mod-
ernization of the air traffic control sys-
tem, reauthorize the Federal Aviation
Administration, and for other pur-
poses.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself,
Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. CoOL-
LINS):

S. 300. A bill to prevent abuse of Gov-
ernment charge cards; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, we
often use the metaphor of credit cards
to talk about uncontrolled government
spending, but in some cases, wasteful
government spending is quite literally
enabled by the use of charge cards in
the hands of government bureaucrats.
That is why I am reintroducing the
Government Charge Card Abuse Pre-
vention Act. This legislation will en-
sure that Federal departments and
agencies have in place, and keep in
place, the kinds of safeguards nec-
essary to prevent waste, fraud, and
abuse with government issued charge
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